
Project	|	Evidence	of	growth	
	
I	am	demonstrating	my	course	revision	by	comparing	two	syllabi	from	my	instruction	of	ENC	
1143	(H).	The	first	syllabus	attached	was	from	the	Fall	2015	semester;	the	second	is	from	Spring	
2017,	and	this	instantiation	demonstrates	improved	community-based	learning	outcomes.	The	
courses	are	on	two	different	themes—Technology	and	Culture	and	Medicine	and	Society,	
respectively.	Nonetheless,	you	will	see	that	I	piloted	some	of	my	pedagogical	strategies	in	this	
instantiation	of	the	course.	Both	courses	use	full-class	workshops	to	improve	student	writing;	
both	courses	use	my	innovated	“grammar	handbook”	assignment	to	encourage	students	to	
think	critically	about	rhetoric.		
	
What	I	changed	this	semester	was	our	relationship	with	the	broader	community.	Before	the	
semester	began,	Leslie	Kaplan	suggested	that	I	contact	Christine	Rothberg	and	the	Project	for	
Healing—an	organization	that	provides	mental	health	care	to	refugees	in	our	area.	(I	didn’t	
mention	the	name	of	the	organization	in	my	bio,	above,	because	Christine	is	worried	about	
drawing	unwanted	attention	to	her	practice,	given	current	anti-immigrant	and	anti-refugee	
sentiment	in	the	area.)	My	first	meeting	with	Christine	was	a	little	disappointing:	I	had	hoped	
that	she	might	be	able	to	use	my	students	as	volunteers,	as	I	had	seen	as	a	rater	that	students	
feel	most	gratified	when	they	have	a	tangible	connection	to	the	people	they	are	helping.	But	
Christine	described	her	primary	weakness	as	writing—which	was	a	great	fit	considering	that	I	
was	teaching	a	writing	class.		
	
To	utilize	our	writing	skills	in	a	way	that	served	our	community	partner,	I	organized	my	Spring	
2017	syllabus	differently	than	I	would	have	otherwise.	I	tend	to	teach	these	courses	in	
chronological	order	so	that	students	could	get	a	sense	of	change	over	time.	However,	Christine	
knew	that	she	would	have	some	deadlines	coming	up	in	Spring;	to	meet	her	deadlines,	I	started	
the	semester	by	launching	directly	into	issues	facing	refugees	in	health	care.	I	assigned	The	
Spirit	Catches	You	and	You	Fall	Down	and	writing	assignments	where	students	practiced	
empathy	by	putting	themselves	in	the	shoes	of	a	refugee	seeking	health	care.	Thus,	by	the	time	
Christine	visited	our	classroom	to	tell	us	about	her	organization,	students	already	had	a	sense	
of	general	issues	facing	refugees	at	the	intersection	of	medicine	and	society—what	remained	
was	for	them	to	see	how	those	issues	applied	to	real	people	in	our	own	community.		
	
During	her	visit,	Christine	invited	students	to	come	to	a	psychoeducation	class	to	meet	the	
people	who	their	grants	would	help;	I	offered	extra	credit	for	students	who	opted	to	do	so.	
Three	students	went	and	they	had	a	wonderful	experience.	I	am	considering	requiring	this	
component	in	the	future,	as	those	students	were	really	moved	by	the	experience;	however,	
Christine	could	not	handle	a	large	number	of	students	attending	all	at	once,	so	logistically	that	
type	of	outreach	may	remain	difficult	to	integrate	into	the	class.	I	am	proud	that	two	people	in	
the	class	are	continuing	the	relationship	with	the	Project	for	Healing	by	volunteering	this	
summer.		
	
In	the	future,	I	plan	to	develop	relationships	with	other	community	partners	like	Christine—
especially	because	I	teach	an	entire	course	on	grant	writing,	and	students	in	those	classes	could	



help	local	nonprofits	in	a	similar	way	that	my	ENC	1143	students	helped	Christine.	I	am	looking	
forward	to	meeting	with	the	Eastside	Environmental	Council	next	week	to	design	a	project	for	
my	UNF	CARES	course	in	Spring	2018.	I	am	planning	to	reach	out	to	the	Women’s	Giving	
Alliance	to	discuss	possible	collaboration	with	my	grant	writing	or	women	writers	courses.	In	
addition	to	these	specific	relationships	with	community	partners,	I	have	learned	a	lot	about	
how	to	work	with	community	partners	and	to	establish	relationships	that	are	mutually	
enriching.	I	continue	to	think	about	how	this	approach	could	bolster	the	pedagogical	aims	of	my	
other	literature	courses.		
	
I	started	the	year	feeling	unsure	about	how	to	integrate	CBL	into	my	writing	and	literature	
courses;	I	am	proud	that	I	have	had	some	success	using	these	strategies	in	a	writing	course,	and	
I	think	there	is	much	more	to	be	done	in	future	classes	with	the	techniques	I	learned	from	my	
peers	and	from	the	Center	for	Community	Based	Learning.	I	was	truly	amazed	to	see	the	
dramatic	difference	in	my	pre-	and	post-CSP	assessments.	Most	notably,	I	feel	significantly	
more	confident	designing	and	executing	assignments	and	community-based	learning	
components	in	future	classes.	I	plan	to	keep	in	touch	with	Ryan,	Heather,	and	Marnie	as	I	
continue	to	grow	as	a	Community	Scholar	outside	of	my	cohort	in	years	to	come.		
	
Beneath	the	non-CBL	syllabus	and	the	CBL	syllabus,	I	am	finally	including	a	letter	from	Christine	
where	she	describes	her	impression	of	our	interaction.	
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ENC 1143: “Technology and Culture” 
University of North Florida Department of English 

Fall 2015 | TR 3:05-4:20pm 
Foundation Hall (Bldg 2), Room 2008 

 

 
Professor:   Dr. Jennifer Lieberman 
Office Hours: English (Building 8), T: 12-1:30pm, R: 12-1:30pm, 4:30-6pm and by appt 
Email:   j.lieberman@unf.edu 
 

During the course of this semester, students will: 
 

! Discuss the relationships among the concepts “technology,” “engineering,” and 
“society” 

! Examine a complex technological issue in contemporary society (perhaps even in our 
own city) and critically consider the constraints and alternatives involved. 

! Write a brief, researched history of the evolution of a specific technological artifact or 
system.  

! Synthesize a variety of perspectives about this artifact or system. 
! Explain the role that writing and creative problem solving play in engineering, 

technological development, and technological use. 
 
Course description: 
 
ENC 1143 is a course about Rhetoric and Narrative--but what role do these concepts play in 
engineering and technological production? Why does your university require a class on this 
subject? This course will help you answer these questions. Focusing on the relationship 
between technology and culture, we will read writing by and about engineers-- and we will 
develop our own narrative voices in response. In the process, we will challenge cultural 
assumptions about engineering; we will examine how the interplay of experts and lay citizens 
has shaped our built environment; and we will develop a rich understanding of engineering as 
a social practice, both historically and today.  

Course requirements  

• Participation:    25 percentage points 
• Commentaries:  15 (five due, three points each) 
• Grammar Handbook:  15 (five due, three points each) 
• Primary Source Analysis: 5 
• Researched paper:  25  
• Debate:   15 
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Required Texts 

The Social Construction of Technological Systems, eds. Wiebe E. Bijker, Thomas P. 
Hughes, and Trevor Pinch. ISBN: 978-0-262-51760-7 

Policy on late work and/or missed assignments 

Late work loses 1/3rd of a letter grade for each day it is late. Papers must be turned in at 
the beginning of class as hard copies that meet the format requirements specified on each 
assignment description. Papers turned in at 10:40am, when class lets out, are counted as one 
day late. Assignments that are due in class, such as your presentation on a key term, cannot be 
made up without documentation of an emergency. To reward thoughtful time management, I 
am willing to reschedule some deadlines when students offer advance notice and 
documentation of an upcoming conflict.  
 

 
Participation, attendance, and preparedness 
 
Success in this class requires attendance and attention. Students who miss three courses will be 
penalized one letter grade, except in the case of a documented emergency. In order to earn 
full participation credit, students should have the assigned reading in front of them, should be 
able to write about or to discuss the readings, and should be considerate of (and interested in) 
what their colleagues have to say. Cell phones are not allowed in class and will detract from 
participation points.  
 The most prepared students will look several weeks ahead on the syllabus and prepare 
for days when the readings are heavier. The final assignment for this class is elaborate and 
difficult to pull together last minute. I suggest meeting with me and speaking with librarians 
early in the process of creating your anthology project. Drop by my office hours or make an 
appointment to speak to me if you begin to fall behind on the reading. It can be difficult to 
catch up when you fall behind in an upper-level course, but I’m here to help! 
 

Technical Support 

If you experience any problems with your UNF account you may send an email to: 
helpdesk@unf.edu or call the UNF Computer Helpdesk at (904) 620-4357. 
 

Continuity of Instruction Plan 

“In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to an emergency such as 
hurricane, pandemic, or other unforeseen event or combination of events, the format of this 
course may be modified in order to enable completion of the course requirements. In that 
event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version. It is 
your responsibility as a student participant to be proactive during any emergency to find 
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instructions that I will post on Blackboard which you should check daily.” 
 

 
ADA Statement  
 
Students with disabilities who seek reasonable accommodations in the classroom or other 
aspects of performing their coursework must first register with the UNF Disability Resource 
Center (DRC) located in Building 57, Room 1500.  DRC staff members work with students to 
obtain required documentation of disability and to identify appropriate accommodations as 
required by applicable disability laws including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). After 
receiving all necessary documentation, the DRC staff determines whether a student qualifies 
for services with the DRC and if so, the accommodations the student requires will be provided.  
DRC staff then prepares a letter for the student to provide faculty advising them of approved 
accommodations. For further information, contact the DRC by phone (904) 620-2769, email 
(drc@unf.edu), or visit the DRC website (http://www.unf.edu/drc/).   
  
Military and veteran students who return from combat exposure may be utilizing the post 9/11 
GI bill to continue postsecondary education goals and may need both physical and academic 
accommodations.  Contact Ray Wikstrom, Director of Military and Veterans’ Resource Center 
by phone (904) 620-2655, email (ray.wikstrom@unf.edu).    
 
 

 
Academic Integrity 
The Free and Open Pursuit of Knowledge 
The University of North Florida encourages the free and open pursuit of knowledge; we 
consider this to be a fundamental principle and strength of a democratic people. To this end, 
the University of North Florida expects its students, its faculty, its administrators, and its staff to 
uphold the highest standards of academic integrity. The University of North Florida expects all 
members of the University community to both honor and protect one another’s individual and 
collective rights. 
 
Course Content 
A course may deal with subjects, issues, or perspectives to which some might object. Such 
objections will not exempt a student from course requirements. The University of North Florida 
stands behind the right of its instructors to include material that is challenging in any number of 
ways. The faculty urges students to discuss any concerns they might have concerning the 
content of their courses with their instructors. 
 
Claiming One’s Own Work 
Each student is honor-bound to submit under his or her name or signature only his or her own 
work; to fully acknowledge his or her use of any information, ideas, or other matter belonging 
to someone else, and to properly document the source in question; and to offer for credit only 
that work which he or she has completed in relation to the current course. 
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Violations of Academic Integrity 
Under this heading the University of North Florida Student Handbook identifies several types 
of violations; these include but are not limited to: cheating; fabricating and falsifying 
information or citations; submitting the same work for credit in more than one course; 
plagiarizing; providing another student with access to one’s own work to submit under this 
person’s name or signature; destroying, stealing, or making inaccessible library or other 
academic resource material; and helping or attempting to help another person commit an act 
of academic dishonesty. The University of North Florida authorizes any instructor who finds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
evidence of cheating, plagiarism, or other wrongful behavior that violates the University of 
North Florida Academic Integrity Code to take appropriate action. Possible action includes, but 
is not limited to, failing the student on the work in question, failing the student for the course, 
notifying the appropriate academic dean or Vice President for Student Affairs, and requesting 
additional action be taken. The consequences of a breach of academic integrity may result in 
an F, which is unforgivable, regardless of withdrawal status. 

Please review the University policy on academic integrity: 
 
http://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/aa/enrollment/onestop/registrar/MisconductPolicy.pdf 
 

  



 
 

5 

 
T E N T A T I V E   S C H E D U L E   F A L L   2 0 1 5 

Subject to Change 
 
Week 1  
 T 8/25: “Introduction” and “My Laptop” from Evocative Objects: Things We Think With 
 R 8/27:   Edward Tufte, “PowerPoint Does Rocket Science--and Better Techniques for Technical   
    Reports” (Blackboard) 
 
Week 2 
 T 9/1:  Jerry Saltz, “At Arm’s Length: A History of the Selfie” (Blackboard) 
   Henrik Christensen, “Political activities on the Internet: Slacktivism or political participation by  
   other means?” (Blackboard) 
 R 9/3:  Peter Galison and Lorraine Datson, from Objectivity (Blackboard) 
   Prefaces and Introduction to SCOTS, xi-xxxiv and p. 3-9 

 
Week 3  
 T 9/8: Trevor J. Pinch and Wiebe E. Bijker, “The Social Construction of Facts and Artifacts,” SCOTS,  
   11-44. 
 R 9/10:   Sabine Niederer and José van Dijck, “Wisdom of the Crowd or Technicity of Content?   
   Wikipedia as Sociotechnical System” (Blackboard) 
 
Week 4 
 T 9/15: Jennifer Lieberman, Chapter Four of book manuscript (Blackboard)  
 R 9/17:  Thomas P. Hughes, “The Evolution of Large Technological Systems,” SCOTS, p.45-76 

 
Week 5 
 T 9/22: Thomas Streeter, “Internet [draft]” (Blackboard) 
   Leo Marx, “Technology: The Emergence of a Hazardous Concept” (Blackboard) 
 R 9/24: Michael Callon, “Society in the Making,” SCOTS, 77-97 
 
Week 6 
 T 9/28: Wiebe E. Bijker, “The Social Construction of Bakelite,” SCOTS, p.155-182 
 R 10/1:  Kate Miltner, “There’s no place for lulz on LOLCats” (Blackboard) 
 
Week 7 
 T 10/6: Ruth Schwartz Cowan, “The Consumption Junction,” SCOTS, 253-272 
 R 10/8:  Zeynep Tufekci, “Engineering the public: Big Data, Surveillance, and Computational Politics”  
   (Blackboard) 
 
Week 8 
 T 10/13: Henk J. H. W. Bodewitz, Henk Buurma, and Gerard H. de Vries, SCOTS, 237-252 
 R 10/15: John Perry Barlow, “A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace” 
   Ted Chiang, “The Truth of Fact, the Truth of Feeling” 
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Week 9  
 T 10/20: Primary source presentations  
 R 10/22: Primary source presentations 
 
Week 10 
 T 10/27: Primary source presentations  
 R 10/29: Primary source presentations 
 
 
Week 11 
 T 11/3: Primary source presentations 
 R 11/5: No Class 
 
Week 12: 
 T 11/10: Rough draft of final paper due for peer review (at least 2 pages) 
 R 11/12: Peer Review Meetings 
   
 
Week 13 
 T 11/17: Peer Review Meetings 
 R 11/19: Peer Review Meetings 
 
 
Week 14 
 T 11/24: Researched Paper Due 
 R 11/26: Thanksgiving 
 
Week 15 
 T 12/1: Debates 1 and 2 
 R 12/3:  Debates 3 and 4 
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Assignments 

 
Guidelines for Writing Analytical Commentary  
One of the aims of this course is to develop a voice on the issues we will encounter in 
class (both in our readings and in conversation with one another). Even (and especially) 
when we disagree with readings or one another, we will engage in thoughtful, 
respectful analysis. Daniel Dennett’s rules for critical analysis, reproduced below with 
some modifications for classroom use (from Intuition Pumps and Other Tools for 
Thinking, 2014, W. W. Norton and Co.), will be our model for analyzing ideas we 
encounter.  
 
How to compose a successful commentary:  
1. You should attempt to re-express the idea or position so clearly, vividly, and fairly 
that its author might say, ‘Thanks, I wish I’d thought of putting it that way.’  
2. You should list any points of agreement (especially if they are not matters of general 
or widespread agreement).  
3. Only then are you permitted to say so much as a word of rebuttal or commentary.  
 
Commentary strategies can include pointing out cases or examples that disprove or 
strengthen the position you are analyzing, challenging or defending assumptions within 
the position you are analyzing, pointing out that the idea or position you are analyzing 
failed to address some element of the issue at hand (or that the element it focused on 
was the most important), describing the implications of an idea or position’s reasoning, 
etc. 
 
Five commentaries are due before 10/13. Commentaries are due on the day a reading 
is assigned. Late commentaries will lose 1 point per each day late. It is often a wiser 
choice to move on to the next reading than to submit a late commentary.   
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Grammar Handbook 
This class focuses on the subject of technology. It also focuses on the practice of 
writing. To develop a critical understanding of the rhetorical choices that are available 
to each writer, we will co-author our own grammar handbook instead of following the 
rules someone else proscribes.  
 
How does it work? 
Every class meeting between 8/27 and 10/13, we will treat our assigned readings as if 
we are workshopping a peer’s paper. We will come to class with notes of what 
strategies seem effective (for what audience), and what could have been written more 
clearly or compellingly. Every student should come to class prepared to discuss the 
rhetorical methods of each reading.  
 
On five different occasions, each student will type up a polished explanation of a 
rhetorical choice or “rule” s/he saw at work in one of our class readings.  
 
The Payoff 
The practice workshopping and articulating rhetorical decisions will help each student 
develop a sense of the logic behind every rhetorical choice we make as writers. You 
can also earn extra credit on your researched paper by writing a letter or a few margin 
notes that explain your own rhetorical decisions.    
 
 
 
 
Primary Source Analysis 
On 10/15, we will read two primary sources and discuss how we would use primary and 
secondary sources differently. Starting the following week, each student will bring a 
primary source in to class. You should be prepared with a few analytical points you 
would make about your source, but we will also analyze each primary source as a class. 
I suggest you find sources that will be useful for your final paper.  
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Researched Papers are 7-10 double-spaced pages in Times New Roman font, with 
page numbers, a title, and a clear bibliography. All research papers must Synthesize a 
variety of perspectives about the artifact or system you study. In other words, you 
must consider perspectives of users, producers, and scholars alike. You are permitted 
and encouraged to use class readings as your secondary sources. 
 Your paper should either: 

(1) Examine a complex technological issue in contemporary society (perhaps 
even in our own city) and critically consider the constraints and alternatives 
involved. 
(2) Write a brief, researched history of the evolution of a specific technological 
artifact or system.  

You may use any of the methods we have discussed and added to our class handbook, 
but your paper should explain why you chose your specific approach and what “facts” 
you are opening to questioning in the paper. You may address limitations you 
encountered in your research—questions you asked but were unable to answer.  
 We will workshop your drafts in a small group, but I also encourage you to 
schedule an appointment to go over a draft one-on-one. I do not review drafts via 
email, though I will answer specific questions about excerpts. The draft you 
workshop can be unfinished (no fewer than 2 pages), but realize that the more you 
have complete the more help your groupmates and I can offer. 
 
Draft due: 11/10 
Final due: 11/24  
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ENC 1143: “Medicine and Society” 
University of North Florida Department of English 

Spring 2017 | MW 4:30-5:45pm 
Foundation Hall (Bldg 2), Room 2222 

 
 
Professor:   Dr. Jennifer Lieberman 
Office Hours:  English (Building 8), Room 2649  
   M: 2-4:20pm, W: 2-4:20pm, and by appointment 
Email:   j.lieberman@unf.edu 
 

This course analyzes the history of disease, the body, and the medical profession to understand how 
concepts of health and illness have changed over time. Health and disease are not just biologically 
determined; they are also shaped by society and culture. How a society defines, explains, treats, and 
tries to prevent disease reveals a great deal about its basic values and institutions. We will also 
identify important historical developments in the history of scientific medicine and touch on issues 
of import and interest to contemporary and future medical professionals.  
 
The format of the class will be focused on interactive class discussions and individual assignments. 
During the course of this semester, students will: 

• Discuss the relationships among the concepts “medicine” and “society” 
• Examine a complex medical issue in contemporary society. 
• Write a brief, researched history of a disease/illness. 
• Synthesize a variety of perspectives. 
• Explain the role that writing, creative problem solving, and culture play in medical fields. 

Course requirements  

Participation:    20 points 
Reflection papers:  10 points (5 points each)  
Grant proposal (draft): 5 points 
Grant proposal (final):  10 points 
Primary Source Analysis: 5 points 
Draft of “biography”:  10 points 
“Biography”:    20 points 
Grammar handbooks:  10 points 
Debate:   10 points 
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You & You Fall Down 
ISBN:   9780374533403 
 
Rothman, Living in the Shadow of Death  
ISBN: 978-0801851865 
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Brumberg, Fasting Girls 
ISBN: 9780375724480 
 
Chast, Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant? 
ISBN:   9781608198061 

Grading Scale 

• A: 94% and higher 
• A-: 90% - 93.9%  
• B+: 88% - 89.9% 
• B: 84% - 87.9% 
• B-: 80% - 83.9%,  and so on. 

 Feedback on Assignments 

Grades in this course will be determined using a point system as outlined above and in the course 
syllabus. Assignment instructions and grading criteria can be found in the corresponding learning 
modules. Assignments, quizzes, discussions, etc. are due BEFORE CLASS unless otherwise noted. 

Students can expect to receive grades and feedback for course assignments within 2 weeks (after the 
assignment due date has passed). Before submitting any assignment, check to see that your work 
meets the requirements for each assignment.  

Please do not inquire about assignment grades until a grade shows in the gradebook. Keep track of 
your grades in Canvas by visiting Grades. 

Late Work 

Late work cannot be accepted in the cases where students are workshopping in class that day. In 
other cases, as with the submissions that are not open to workshop, late projects will lose 5% for 
every day late. A “day” late begins once a project is 5 minutes late through the next 24 hours. To 
reward thoughtful time management, I am willing to reschedule some deadlines when students offer 
advance notice and documentation of an upcoming conflict.  
 
Papers must be turned in before class on Canvas or at the beginning of class as hard copies that 
meet the format requirements specified on each assignment description. Papers turned in at 4:35, 
after class has started, are counted as one day late.  
 
Participation, attendance, and preparedness 
 

Success in this class requires attendance and attention. The first three absences are “free” – affecting 
only your reading or participation grade. The fourth absence and every subsequent absence will 
incur a penalty of a half letter grade (5%), except in the case of a documented emergency. Students 
are counted as tardy if they are 5 minutes or more late. Three tardies equals one absence. 

In order to earn full participation credit, students should: 

• have the assigned reading in front of them 
• be able to write about or to discuss the readings, and 
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• be considerate of (and interested in) what their colleagues have to say. 

Cell phones are not allowed in class and will detract from participation points. 

The most prepared students will look several weeks ahead on the syllabus and prepare for days when 
the readings are heavier. The final assignment for this class is elaborate and difficult to pull together 
last minute. Drop by my office hours or make an appointment to speak to me if you begin to fall 
behind on the reading. It can be difficult to catch up when you fall behind in an upper-level course, 
but I’m here to help! 

 

Technical Support 

If you experience any problems with your UNF account you may send an email to: 
helpdesk@unf.edu or call the UNF Computer Helpdesk at (904) 620-4357. 
 

Continuity of Instruction Plan 

“In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to an emergency such as hurricane, 
pandemic, or other unforeseen event or combination of events, the format of this course may be 
modified in order to enable completion of the course requirements. In that event, you will be 
provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version. It is your responsibility as a 
student participant to be proactive during any emergency to find instructions that I will post on 
Canvas which you should check daily.” 
 
 
ADA Statement  
 
Students with disabilities who seek reasonable accommodations in the classroom or other aspects of 
performing their coursework must first register with the UNF Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
located in Building 57, Room 1500.  DRC staff members work with students to obtain required 
documentation of disability and to identify appropriate accommodations as required by applicable 
disability laws including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). After receiving all necessary 
documentation, the DRC staff determines whether a student qualifies for services with the DRC and 
if so, the accommodations the student requires will be provided.  DRC staff then prepares a letter 
for the student to provide faculty advising them of approved accommodations. For further 
information, contact the DRC by phone (904) 620-2769, email (drc@unf.edu), or visit the DRC 
website (http://www.unf.edu/drc/).   
  
Military and veteran students who return from combat exposure may be utilizing the post 9/11 GI 
bill to continue postsecondary education goals and may need both physical and academic 
accommodations.  Contact Ray Wikstrom, Director of Military and Veterans’ Resource Center by 
phone (904) 620-2655, email (ray.wikstrom@unf.edu).    
 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Free and Open Pursuit  o f  Knowledge  
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The University of North Florida encourages the free and open pursuit of knowledge; we consider 
this to be a fundamental principle and strength of a democratic people. To this end, the University 
of North Florida expects its students, its faculty, its administrators, and its staff to uphold the 
highest standards of academic integrity. The University of North Florida expects all members of the 
University community to both honor and protect one another’s individual and collective rights. 
 
Course Content  
A course may deal with subjects, issues, or perspectives to which some might object. Such 
objections will not exempt a student from course requirements. The University of North Florida 
stands behind the right of its instructors to include material that is challenging in any number of 
ways. The faculty urges students to discuss any concerns they might have concerning the content of 
their courses with their instructors. 
 
Claiming One’s  Own Work 
Each student is honor-bound to submit under his or her name or signature only his or her own 
work; to fully acknowledge his or her use of any information, ideas, or other matter belonging to 
someone else, and to properly document the source in question; and to offer for credit only that 
work which he or she has completed in relation to the current course. 
 
Violat ions o f  Academic Integr i ty  
Under this heading the University of North Florida Student Handbook identifies several types of 
violations; these include but are not limited to: cheating; fabricating and falsifying information or 
citations; submitting the same work for credit in more than one course; plagiarizing; providing 
another student with access to one’s own work to submit under this person’s name or signature; 
destroying, stealing, or making inaccessible library or other academic resource material; and helping 
or attempting to help another person commit an act of academic dishonesty. The University of 
North Florida authorizes any instructor who finds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
evidence of cheating, plagiarism, or other wrongful behavior that violates the University of North 
Florida Academic Integrity Code to take appropriate action. Possible action includes, but is not 
limited to, failing the student on the work in question, failing the student for the course, notifying 
the appropriate academic dean or Vice President for Student Affairs, and requesting additional 
action be taken. The consequences of a breach of academic integrity may result in an F, which is 
unforgivable, regardless of withdrawal status. 

Please review the University policy on academic integrity: 
 
http://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/aa/enrollment/onestop/registrar/MisconductPolicy.pdf 
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T E N T A T I V E   S C H E D U L E   S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 
Subject to Change 

 
Unit 1: Refugee Project – what role does culture play in medical care? 
 
Week 1  
 M 1/9: Kleinman, “The Illness Narratives” 
   Rosenberg, “Framing Disease” 
 
 
 W 1/11:   Spirit Catches You, p. 3-14, 20-37 

Reflection #1 (written in class): write a short narrative about a time you received medical 
treatment (2-4 paragraphs) and a short synopsis of what you imagine  

Week 2 
 M 1/16:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, no classes 
 
 W 1/18:  Spirit Catches You, p. 38-92 

Reflection #2 due:  
re-write your short reflection of a time you received medical treatment from the perspective 
of a refugee or a person who doesn’t speak English. (Approximately 2 pages) What changes 
do you notice in your narrative? 

 
Week 3  
 M 1/23: Guest speaker 
   Spirit Catches You, p. 93-118 
 
 W 1/25:  Spirit Catches You, p. 140-180, 250-261 
 
Week 4 
 M 1/30:  Writing a grant proposal (writing instruction day) 
 
 W 2/1:  Nassif, “Do some cultures have their own ways of going mad?” 
   Alarcón, “Culture, cultural factors and psychiatric diagnosis: review and projections” 
   Watters, “The Americanization of Mental Illness” 
   handout on culture-bound syndromes 

 
Week 5:  
 M 2/6: Cunningham, “Transforming Plague: The Laboratory and the Identity of Infectious Disease”**** 
   *NOTE: the Cunningham is an important and difficult reading 
 
 W 2/8: Watch video, Typhoid Mary 
   Warner, “From Specificity to Universalism” 
   *NOTE: this is another important and difficult reading 

Ø Discussion question: Do you notice any similarities between the complex issues of Lia 
Lee’s case and the case of Typhoid Mary? 

Ø peer review grant proposal drafts: bring 2 copies of your draft to class 
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Unit 2: Researching Medicine and Society 
 
Week 6:  
 M 2/13: Gamble, “Under the Shadow of Tuskegee: African Americans and Health Care”  
   Article about Henrietta Lacks  
   Havasupai Tribe and the lawsuit settlement aftermath 

Ø Discussion question: How did the laboratory model of illness contribute to these issues 
in medical ethics? 

 
 W 2/15:  Watch video: Paralyzing Fear: The Story of Polio in America (available streaming through the library)  
   Rothman, Introduction, Chapter 1-2 (p.1-44) 
 
Week 7 
 M 2/20: Rothman, Chapters 5-7 (p.77-115) 
   Final grant proposals due 
 
 W 2/22:   Rothman, Ch. 12, 13, and Epilogue (p. 179-210, p.247-252) 
    
 
Week 8 
 M 2/27:  Writing Instruction Day: Tutorial on researching your diseases for your disease biography 
   Practice primary source analysis 
    
 W 3/1:  Barbara Ehrenreich, “Welcome to Cancerland: A Mammogram Leads to a Cult of Pink Kitsch,”  
   Barron H. Lerner, “Inventing a Curable Disease: Historical Perspectives on Breast Cancer,” from  
   Breast Cancer: Society Shapes an Epidemic”  
 
Week 9  
 M 3/6:  Brumberg, Introduction  
   Primary source analysis due 
 
 W 3/8:  Brumberg, Chapters 1 and 2 
 
Week 10 
 M 3/13:  Brumberg, p.100-160 
 
 
 W 3/15:  Excerpt from Kelly Joyce, Magnetic Appeal 
   Brill, “Bitter Pill” 
 
Week 11 
 Spring Break 
 
Week 12 
 M 3/27:   Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant? 
  Discussion question: what are the barriers to care that we see in this graphic memoir? How   
  are they similar to or different from the barriers refugees seeking care may face? 
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 W 3/29: Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant? 
    
 
Week 13 
 M 4/3: Atul Gawande, “Annals of Medicine: Letting Go: What should medicine do when it can’t save your  
   life.”  
   OLLI sess ion? 
 
 
 W 4/5: Workshop disease biography 
 
 
Week 14 
 M 4/10: Workshop disease biography 
 W 4/12: Workshop disease biography 
 
Week 15 
 M 4/17: Workshop disease biography 
 
    
 W 4/19: Debate – medical ethics questions of students’ choosing 
 
Week 16: 
 Exam Week: final draft of disease biography due 4/21 
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Grammar Handbook 
This class focuses on the subject of medicine. It also focuses on the practice of writing. To develop 
a critical understanding of the rhetorical choices that are available to each writer, we will co-author 
our own grammar handbook instead of following the rules someone else proscribes.  
 
How does it work? 
Every class meeting between, we will treat our assigned readings as if we are workshopping a peer’s 
paper. We will come to class with notes of what strategies seem effective (for what audience), and 
what could have been written more clearly or compellingly. Every student should come to class with 
a printed discussion of at least one rhetorical technique you noticed in the reading and the cited 
quotation where you found that technique at work. There is no minimum or maximum length for 
these quotations.  
 
The Payoff 
The practice workshopping and articulating rhetorical decisions will help each student develop a 
sense of the logic behind every rhetorical choice we make as writers. You can also earn extra credit 
on your researched paper by writing a letter or a few margin notes that explain your own rhetorical 
decisions.    
 
 
 
Primary Source Analysis 
On 2/27, we will read two primary sources and discuss how we would use primary and secondary 
sources differently. As you start to research your disease biography, you will find one primary source 
to analyze. Your written analysis of the primary source should be at least 2 double-spaced pages in 
length and is due on 3/6.   
 
 
 
Research Paper Assignment: Disease Biography 
 
Rough draft due on 4/5 
Final draft due on 4/21  
 
Suggested paper length: 6-8 pages, double spaced 
 
Write a biography of a disease— by which I mean a history about how conceptualizations of the 
disease have changed over time—using at least three secondary sources and two primary sources. 
Focus particularly on what the changes in the history of your disease tell us about medicine and 
American society. 
 
In the course of this assignment, you will also need to discuss (often briefly): 
 

1. The history of the medical understanding of the disease etiology, symptoms, public health 
responses, cure; 

2. Epidemiology of the disease: changing numbers, demographics and/or location; 
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3. Popular representations in film, television, advertising, literature (fiction, poetry, drama), 
blogs, special websites, artistic renderings; 
 

Choose For Your Topic One of the Following Diseases: 
 
acne 
alcoholism 
Alzheimer’s Disease 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder bipolar 
disorder 
celiac disease 
chlamydia 
chicken pox 
cholera 
chronic fatigue syndrome 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
Crohn’s disease 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
depression 
fetal alcohol syndrome 
hemophilia 

herpes 
HPV (human papillomavirus) 
Huntington’s Disease juvenile diabetes 
leprosy 
mumps 
obesity 
obsessive-compulsive disorder peanut allergy 
prostate cancer 
premenstrual syndrome 
post -traumatic stress disorder 
SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome) 
sickle cell anemia 
SIDS (sudden infant death syndrome) 
smallpox 
ulcers 

 
Getting started on the assignment: 
 
Read about the scientific or medical understanding of the disease in reliable sources to get a 
background understanding of how the medical world frames and understands this condition. To 
start, you may go to Wikipedia, if you wish, but there is much better, authenticated information in 
the Cambridge World History of Human Disease, ed. by Kenneth Kiple. I will reserve this book at 
the UNF library main desk.  
 
I suggest you read the entry in the encyclopedia and then provide yourself with a short synthesis of 
what you learned focusing on the way in which diagnosis and treatment of the disease has changed 
over time in response to social and cultural factors as well as biomedical developments. If you have 
chosen a mental disorder, you should consult recent and past editions of Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders. 
  
If you wish to find out when the disease’s name first appeared in the Index Medicus or as a medical 
subject in an online library database. We will discuss library databases before you begin researching 
your project.  
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




